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Weapons are required to wage the class war. The
Parties must needs be accounted a portion of our
armament. When we set out from Madrid for the
Sierra, we defended ourselves with shot-guns. Our
realization of their inadequacy in a war against a
modern army did not induce us to throw away the
only firearms we possessed. We wage war for
socialism, not because proletarians are angels, but
because capitalism has adulterated and corrupted
whatever was originally good in men. The Parties
created by man for the purpose of furthering the
struggle are as imperfect as man himself. You
stick to your shot-gun so long as no better firearm
is available, and so long as you have one shot left.
At the same time, whoever joins in the game must
adhere to the rules of the game, and whoever is
member of a party must submit to its discipline.
No word or act of mine was directed against the
party until I left the party as a result of the Moscow
trials, and of Russia's inadequate support of the
Spanish Republic which became manifest at the
fall of Teruel.

Whoever has learnt to think dialectically knows
that there is no such thing as " either, or," that
shadow is one of the conditions for the existence of
light, and that the two sides of a coin cannot lie
in the sun at the same time. Only naive souls
hanker after a heaven without shadow, and even